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Overview

This keyboard is designed for the Tamil language and uses the standardised Inscript layout. The keyboard is designed for users who are familiar with both
this layout and the Tamil script, and is intended for use with a normal QWERTY (English) keyboard.

Most computers will automatically download a special font if needed to display this language correctly.

Click here to see other keyboard layouts for Tamil.
Using this Keyboard

Keyboard Layout
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Quickstart

The Inscript layout was designed to provide a unified input system using a QWERTY keyboard for all Indian scripts. There are separate keys for
consonants, vowels and vowel components. Most of the characters used in Tamil are combinations of consonants and vowels, and these do not appear on
the keyboard. Instead, the appropriate vowel component is typed after the consonant it is to be combined with.

For example, the standalone vowel @ is entered by typing [F/, but in combination with a consonant, the (9 component (! key) is usually typed instead,

after the consonant, and the consonant-vowel combinant will be displayed. Pressing Backspace once will delete only the vowel component, so the
character displayed on the screen will change back to the consonant, and change again if a different component is typed.

Grantha letters, which are used for typing Sanskrit, appear on the keyboard and are treated as normal consonants.

Examples
Language Phrase Meaning Type the following keys
Tamil ngI‘-Q Name of language | /[c/ f B/ d

Keyboard Details

The visible keyboard layout consists of the eighteen consonants & [hl & (6h L 6001 & [b LI LO LI [J 60 61 L@ 61T D 60T, the five Grantha
consonants and SRi6N) 6)Q &3 gm FoQ @ eleven vowels 3‘5 @ [T &_ 261 6T 6] &3 6@ 6@ a range of vowel components, the Pulli .

and Aytham -"- marks, and the Tamil numberals, as well as various punctuation marks. The majority of characters are typed using a combination of
keystrokes.

Vowels are arranged on the left side of the keyboard, and most consonants are on the right, to make typing faster. Some consonants can be typed with
more than one key.

The Tamil numerals are typed using Ctrl+| Alt/+ and the number keys.

Although many Tamil characters are typed using separate keys for consonants and components, the characters that appear on screen will be combinants,
which the computer sees as a single character. This means that while two (or more) keystrokes are required to display most consonant-vowel
combinants, when you use the arrow keys to move the cursor through the text, only a single keystroke is needed to move past each character. Moving the
cursor to the left of a combinant character and pressing Delete will erase the whole character, but if you move the cursor to the right of a combinant and
press Backspace, only the last-typed component will be erased.

Vowels and Pulli Marks

The standalone vowel characters which are on the keyboard will produce that character and will not combine with consonants. Long vowels have their own
keys. Vowel-consonant combinant characters are entered by typing typing the consonant and vowel components separately. Vowel components that
combine with consonants are always typed after the consonants, whether the vowel component appears to the left or right of the consonant component.

Because the consonants contain the implicit vowel &), to produce a pure consonant it is necessary to add the Pulli mark < by typing 9. immediately after

the consonant. In every case, a consonant-Pulli mark combinant behaves the same way as a consonant-vowel combinant when you use the arrow,
Backspace and Delete keys. Any vowel component that is typed immediately after typing the Pulli mark will not be combined with the consonant.
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The SRii Character @

This character is entered by typing B (Shift+Dot or Shift+Period). Currently, some browsers do not display this character correctly. Click here if you are
having difficulty entering this character.

Keystroke Examples

Note: for a complete table of characters and keystrokes, click here.

The following table gives specific examples of how to input characters based on the consonant &. The Grantha consonants use the same input method.
Examples of these with the consonant £ are also given below.

Tamil Consonants Grantha Consonants
Consonant  Vowel/Pulli  Combinant Keystrokes Consonant  Vowel/Pulli  Combinant Keystrokes

;) & k(g P e 9 (nl(d)
3 & k] 3 2 0]
3 &I klle) 3 oM pllel
a A k(T a R4 BE
T & [N T &S nn
o (©) k(g 2 ez ®llg)
oa o KD 241 224 (eI
61 Q& K@ 61 0L RE
¢ Ga k(s 3] Cg3 0]
2 60 & k] w] 2 60083 LR lw)
) Qa&m kI @ Qg Bl
S Garm k](a) ) Ggm pllal

Q&en k][a)

@
2
@
2
O
83
2
=
=]

Troubleshooting
Fonts

Some of the fonts included with Windows do not include all the Tamil characters that are available with this keyboard. In order to display every character
correctly, we recommend you download and install Tamil fonts.

If the characters you type or those on the On Screen Keyboard do not appear to display correctly, please read the KeymanWeb troubleshooting guide.

Further Resources

Related Keyboard Layouts
Other Keyboard Layouts for the Tamil language:

Tamil99
Suratha Bamuni

Anjal Paangu
ISIS Tamil

Typewriter (Visual Media)

Modular (Visual Media)

Other Internet Resources

Tamil Writing System at Omniglot.com
Tamil Language at Wikipedia.org
Tamil Script at Wikipedia.org

Technical Information

System Requirements

It is recommended that you use an English QWERTY hardware keyboard with this keyboard.
Unicode Version

This keyboard complies with Unicode 5.2

Authorship

This keyboard was created by the developers. Tavultesoft gratefully acknowledges the contribution made by the authors in developing this keyboard and
making it freely available for use with Keyman Desktop and KeymanWeb. Their effort assists in enabling people to communicate in their own language.

Copyright and Terms of Use
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The Tamil Inscript Keyboard for KeymanWeb is Copyright 2008 Tavultesoft. It may be freely distributed and used, but must not be modified or adapted in
any way without written permission from Tavultesoft.

Keyboard Reference Chart

The following chart lists all the characters available with this keyboard. Below each character are the keystrokes required to type it.

\__Vowels = 3;5 @ [T 2 261 61 6J 3 @ @ @GTI
Consonants\ d D E F R G T z S Wy ~ A Q
;) & ;) LY )| & ® & Q& GCos s Qasnr GasT Q&en
k k| d k kjle kLT KiLr k|l g k|t k| z kls K ||w kil klla kg
hl M m mT B M m R, QR Gl ek Qrm G Qe
U ulid U Ujle Ul f Ujir uia Uit Ujlz Ujls U lw yj Ulla uia
& & & &n & F & & Q& GC& ems Qam Gan  Qaen
. Jld . o |(:] U L 9 t JiZ s lw | la L]
& & & @ @ @ o G Q@ M MmEe AT Cepn Gehen
[ 1/|d | 1/le 1Lf 1Lr 14g 1t 1)z l/is 1)|w | 1/|a 19
L L L LT 19 le ® @ QL G e QLM GLm QLen
' ‘ld ' ‘e U L ‘g t | 'lls 'lw L ‘Jla ‘g
6001 6o oo eooim 6Nl ewi e e Qevor Cevol emeww Glesoim Gevoim Clevvien
C cld c Clle CJLt Cllr cla Clt Clz Cls Cllw cjL Cla cla
) 6 & of H § g gn Oy Gy ey Cor Goym Agen
| Id | e LT LiLr 1g Lt iz Lils | e L lla Iq
) b B BHr B F B op Gp Cp b AT GHT Cpen
Vi vd ¥ ¥Je v f ¥ viig vt ¥ Z ¥JLS VW 2| ¥la vilg
u L1 u o oum 1 Y 4 Qu Gu eou Qum Gum  Quen
h hild h hjle hilf hilr hilg hilt hilz hlls h{w hii hila hild
L0 LD mw wfr M wf w ep Qo CGuo edn Qum Cum  Quoen
[ c)ld c cjle cJLf CJLr cjlg cit (|4 clls Cllw L cjla cjla
W w o ow owroun ouwS oy w Qo G oewr Quim Guim Quen
i Ilid I ile U Ll g It iz Ils I llw e Illa ila
Jf I Jf g m i @ e, Qp Gy ewyp Qpm Gpm  Qmen
J illd J ile it i) i1y Lt illz ills illwe B illa 1l
60 O 6 em 61 6 e e G G emev Geom Geom Geven
n n/d n nje nf njLr nig njt njz njis nJiw nji_ njla nigq
6 e e eum e ef e e Qeu GCeu emeu Qeumr Geum Qeuen
h hild h blle bjLf bilr hllg bt bjlz blls b {w bl blla hllg
10 b opr @ F @ g O Cp o Our Gor Glpen
B Blld B Bjle B f Bllr Ba Bt Bl z Blls Bllw B Blla Bq
en &m en enm el eof @ ¢t Genr Gen emen Qenm Genm  Qenen
N Nd N NJe NJ| T N Nig Nt Nz Nis N[ N Nila Ng
D m o or H § o or Op Cp eop Apr Cpr Aen
J J/d J Jjle JILf JiLr J/g Jt Jlz Jlis Jlw J Jlla Jilz
601 661 601 eoIm 6ol on Qe Geor  emest  Gleorm Georm - Glevten
¥ Vid ¥ Ve VILf Vlr Vg Vit Vilz Vils W lw v Vila Vg
Grantha
Consonants
8 2 8 o g & g g9 g Gg g Axm Gxm Qgen
R nid R Rlle RiLf RILr RIL9 Rt R/lz Rlls R/lw RIL Rila RIlg
g 6o a9 eaof &) af a9 agd Gag GCeg meg Gegm Cagom Gegen
M M| d M Me M| T M| r M| g M| t M|z Ml s M| | M| M|l a Mg
6ro v e erum e ed  euc erv® Qerv Gerv emerv Qervm Gervm Qerven
m m d m me m| f mir R/l O P/t miz mj s mj|w mj "’ mja mq
ay  an am ant afl aff av ar® Gam Gam mam amr Camm tamen
u u/d u ujle u f ujir uig ujt ujlz uj(s U f|w uji ulla ullgq
809 §0Q 8o FoQM &odl Fof Gog® Fog® (Fae CHne MEng Cl&aom Caagm O gngen
& &|ld & &jle &1 &lr &a &It &z &jls & |lw &)L &lla &9
Other ) . : & o h & ® 6l 3l &o
Characters Qﬁ o QAU G)fZIj Ctri+| [Cti+| [Cti+| [Ctri+| [Cti+| [Ctri+| [Cti+| Cti+|  [Ciri+

= Alt/+1] Alt/+2] Alt|+3] Alt/+4] Alt|+5] Alt/+6] Al/+7] Al +8 Alt|+ 9

© m &
Ctrl + Ctrl + Ctrl +
Alt|+ 0] Alt/+ - Alt/+=
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