Typing in Tigre (Eritrean Conventions)

The Tigre keyboard (**) provides only the letters used in modern Eritrean Tigre. It uses

a system whereby the Tigre sounds are matched to the English letters (a style called
“phonetic”). You can think of how a word sounds in Tigre and then type it out with
English.

Example: typing selamat becomes na“?-+

Because Tigre has more sounds than English we sometimes have to adjust this rule. For
example, English does not have ‘& or ‘¢’ and the closest similar letters would be ‘s’
and ‘t’ respectively. In this case you should type with “capital S”” and “capital T

Example: typing SbeT becomes &0+

When the letter you want to type does not appear when you hit the similar
sounding key in English, try using the capital next

Next, when you need to type the extra letters of Tigre like A.: “2: ' you can do so by
typing an extra vowel after a ‘u’:

Example: typing mua becomes 1.
Example: typing guie becomes 2

Finally, we must introduce a special rule for ' (apostrophe). Some words are spelt with
a aLn (6™ letter followed by a vowel, like ¢k in 71CKkA. We use the apostrophe here
to type “gebr'iel” to make sure we get “Ck” instead of ‘&’.

Example: typing gb’e becomes “1a
Example: typing r’is becomes Cha.n

The following typing tables show how to type all Tigre letters, numbers and
punctuation.



Tigre Typing Table

ao @ - ao Q- ao @ _ ao @ _ ao @ _
0.-+AA 9101 o [ PIAD | &N | 2920 | AL | AN HoDL- | AP L- oD L HAPL- | Hom L
Q01 | ol | PIAQ | &0 | DI°N0
v U A 7 A v r
g . .
= he | hu hi ha | hie h ho
QA (Y (B ] N A\ e q,
AP ) )
le | lu li la lie | lo lua
h@-T dh | dn :h. 4 :h. ch ch 4,
He | Hu | Hi Ha | Hie | H Ho Hua
e, ao | abo- o ) ay I° q i A
me|mu| mi | ma|mie| m | mo mua
Chi PARIE A c: pA {, C c Z
re | ru ri ra rie r ro rua
A 0 13 0. q 0 0 0 0,
se | su Si sa | sie S o) sua
T | o ?f. q ?E (] v [
xe | xu | xi xa | xie X | Xo xXua
o ¢ | ¢ + k4 ¢ P $ P, P~ P ® L
ge | qu qi ga | qgie q go | que | quu | qui qua | quie
0T n + (. n |8 1 n q,
be | bu bi ba | bie b bo bua
+ | -k (N o + + A €
IO te |l tu | ti | ta | tie| t | to tua
ppo| T F | E [ E T :
ce | cu Ci ca | cie c co cua
vehi) b + Z_ q Z 7 g Y
ne| nu | ni na | nie n no nua
Y| R L (] % % L [
F-1h0
Ne| Nu| Ni | Na | Nie| N | No Nua
RN RE
aa | u i a ie e 0
het h | b h. h . h h he r e h, b,
ke | ku ki ka | kie k ko | kue | kuu kui kua | kuie
i o | o q:_ P q_z o | P
we| wu | wi | wa | wie| w | wo
0 0~ G, 9 %, 0 2
027 | A |Au/|Ai /| Aa |Aie /|Ae /|Ao /
U I le E (0]
He. H | KW H. H H Y| H H,
ze | zu Zi za | zie Z Z0 Zua
w || || | e |1 o
-H
= Ze | Zu | Zi Za | Zie | Z | Zo Zua




¢amy ? & ?- £ ?-» 2 '
ye | yu | yI | ya | yie | 'y | YO
L % . ] [ & & L.
£ de| du | di | da | die | d | do dua
S I S N ) F | & | & | E [
&7t | je | ju | ji ja | jie J jo jua
g | 1| T T D 1 | 7 e ™ ™ 2 2
ge| gu | gi | ga |gie | g | go | gue | guu | gui | gua | guie
m | m | m, a m, T m ,
e el i | Ti | Ta | Tie | T | To Tua
Bb- | 6 | 606 | 6B, | B | B | B | R,
m&+ Ce|Cu| Ci |[Ca|Cie| C |Co Cua
A A | A A A | & | 2 2.
ApT Pe| Pu| Pi | Pa | Pie| P | Po Pua
a4 | 2% | A A A | & | R 2.
ALL Se|Su| Si | Sa|Sie| S | So Sua
e | & F 6| & 4| & & 4
fe | fu | fi fa | fie f fo fua
. T|F | T | 7T |TF |T |7 T
T pe| pu | pi | pa | pie | p | po pua
Neighboring Language Typing
5. b ¥ % | €| F | | P |F 2 P~ P 4 3
i Qe|Qu | Qi | Qa | Qie| Q [ Qo | Que | Quu | Qui | Qua | Quie
THRERHNREHE g
ve| vu | vi | va |vie| v | Vo vua
i_he: R | AL A | R | h | R | e | TTE | T T, o
Ke| Ku| Ki | Ka | Kie| K | Ko | Kue | Kuu | Kui | Kua | Kuie

Consonant and Vowel Marks

Dots can be added above letters to indicate a stressed vowel or consonant using
“CTRL + .

”. For example:

A0 CTRL .
Al CTRL .
Afll CTRL .

= A0 (“abaa

99 €69

a

is stressed)

=  Ail (“abba”, “b” is stressed)

=

A0 (“abbaa”, “b” and “a” are stressed)




Typing Punctuation

Ethiopic Punctuation

: H H H - 5 : 5 HH
, : ; 5 - ’s 7? + #
Period, °.” may also be used to enter ‘= °. When a number follows ‘:” and ‘=’ they will

change back to their Latin form automatically. For example:

123:456 = 123,456
12:50 = 12.50

Keyboard Punctuation

All regular punctuation on your keyboard remains available. Most punctuation can be
typed with a single keystroke as usual. Those used to input Ethiopic symbols can be
entered by hitting the punctuation key two or more times until it appears.

Typing Numbers

The hash mark is used Ge’ez numbers, so #1 becomes s and so on. When a ‘#’ is needed
before a number in your document, just type # twice.

Ethiopic Numerals

6 ¢ | CL |0 | & | % || % | B

#L | #2 | #3 | #4 | #5 | #6 | 47 | #8 | #9

& | @ | 9 3 | | T )| 1 | ¢ | I¥ | &
#10 | #20 | #30 | #40 | #50 | #60 | #70 | #80 | #90 | #100 |#1000 |#10000

Numeral composition will continue as Os are entered up to é¢ (100,000,000).
Numeral composition will continue as Os are entered up to é¢ (100,000,000).

The “connected” style of Ethiopic numerals can be created by changing the font from
“Abyssinica SIL” to “Abyssinica SIL (Connected)” as seen in the following table:

Abyssinica SIL Abyssinica SIL (Connected)

IoeTT Bem

Pl

1=




