Typing in the Ge’ez Languages of Ethiopia & Eritrea

The Modern Ge’ez keyboard (1)) is designed to make it easy to type all 523 letters, punctuation
and numerals specified for “Ethiopic Script” in the Unicode standard. In addition, this keyboard
package provides two additional fonts to help type 59 “alternative” letter shapes (Appendix A).

The languages of Ethiopian and Eritrea that use the Ge’ez script have many additions. The
languages also use the same letters but sometimes with different sounds. A number of letters
that were in use by a language for a short time were also abandoned. The keyboard package
groups letters currently in use as the “Modern Ge’ez Syllabary”, and letters formerly in use as
the “Legacy Ge’ez Syllabary” (Appendix B & C). The letters in use are given the higher priority
and are a little easier to type and enter on touchscreen layouts.

Typing letters follows the spoken sounds and are matched to corresponding English letters (a
style called “phonetic”). You can think of how a word sounds and then type it out with English.

Example: typing selam becomes nag®

Because Ethio-Eri languages have more sounds than English does, we sometimes have to adjust
this rule. For example, English does not have ‘m’ and the closest similar letter would be ‘t’. In
this case you should type with “capital T”:

Example: typing TienaysTIN becomes mSenrTA™
When the letter you want to type does not appear when you hit the similar sounding key in
English, try using the capital next. If typing the capital does not work, then try hitting the key

two times:

Example: typing sselam becomes wag®
Example: typing SSeHey becomes 82

Next, when you need to type the extra letters of Amharic and other languages like: 4. 92.¢ .
you can do so by typing an extra vowel after a ‘u’:

Example: typing mua becomes 7,
Example: typing guie becomes 2

Finally, we must introduce a special rule for ' (apostrophe). Some words are spelt with a a&n
(6™) letter followed by a vowel, like Ch in 10ChA. We use the apostrophe here to type
“gebr'iel” to make sure we get “Ch.” instead of ‘&’.

Example: typing mel'ak becomes a»A A
Example: typing m'Eraf becomes 9°6¢-4

If an apostrophe, ', is needed after a A& n letter in your document, type it twice like:
Example: k' to produce f’

The following typing tables show how to type all Modern and Legacy Ge’ez letters, numbers,
and punctuation.
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Modern Gurage Shapes

Modern Gurage uses some letter shapes that modify the traditional Ge’ez shapes used by
other languages. Both can be typed, but priority is given to the Ge’ez shapes. In these cases
when two shapes are available, the Gurage shape can be typed by adding an extra vowel as
shown in the table below:
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Legacy Ge ez Typing Table
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Consonant and Vowel Marks

Dots can be added above letters to indicate a stressed vowel or consonant using
“CTRL + . ”.Forexample:

A0 CTRL . =  Af (“abaa”, “a” is stressed)
A0 CTRL . =  Ahil (“abba”, “b” is stressed)
Al CTRL . = Af (“abbaa”, “b” and “a” are stressed)

Typing Punctuation

Ethiopic Punctuation
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Period, ‘.” may also be used to enter ‘=2’. When a number follows “:’, ¢’ and ‘=’ they

will change back to their Latin form automatically. For example:
1237456 = 123,456 , 12:50 = 12.50 , 12:50 = 12:50

Keyboard Punctuation

All regular punctuation on your keyboard remains available. Most punctuation can be
typed with a single keystroke as usual. Those used to input Ethiopic symbols can be
entered by hitting the punctuation key two or more times until it appears.

Typing Numbers

The hash mark is used Ge’ez numbers, so #1 becomes & and so on. When a ‘#’ is needed
before a number in your document, just type # twice.

Ethiopic Numerals
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Numeral composition will continue as Os are entered up to #¢ (100,000,000).

The “connected” style of Ethiopic numerals can be created by changing the font from
“Abyssinica SIL” to “Abyssinica SIL Connected” as seen in the following table:

Abyssinica SIL | Abyssinica SIL Connected
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Typing Zaima Qirts (P1.77: $C&:)
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When typing ¢ ’ the following menu will appear:

[1.2:3:4F5.6~7,8 59__ 0. ]

Type the number that corresponds to the girts that you want and it will appear and the
menu close.




Appendix A: Alternative Letter Shapes

The shapes of letters may change over the centuries, and by region, language, or
individual, etc. The Abyssinica SIL font provides the most commonly found variant
shapes. The alternative shapes are typed as you would the regular shapes, however an
“alternate” font must be selected. The fonts “Abyssinica SIL Alternate 1” and
“Abyssinica SIL Alternate 2” are installed with this keyboard package and may be
selected as shown in the following tables to reveal the alternative letter shapes.
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Appendix A
The Modern Ge'ez Syllabary
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Appendix B:
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The Legacy Ge ez Syllabary
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