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Overview
This keyboard is designed for the Tamil language. It is a phonetic keyboard, which means the Tamil characters are arranged according to the letters of

the English keyboard. This makes it easy to use for people learning Tamil, as well as Tamil speakers. Typing follows a consonant-vowel pattern, and the
keyboard is designed for use with a normal QWERTY (English) keyboard.

Most computers will automatically download a special font if needed to display this language correctly.

Click here to see other keyboard layouts for Tamil.
Using this Keyboard

Keyboard Layout

Backspace
Tab . . . . .
SoMh 6T ML W2 @) e LU
Caps Lock . . . . . . . Enter
S F L SH) & & 6V
Shift . . . . . . Shift
pfaQ 6 L 601 LD
Ctrl Alt Alt Ctrl
Backspace
Tab . . .
€ ¢ M & 260 [T 69
Caps Lock . . Enter
3, 6N 61
Shift . . Shift
[hl 6001
Ctrl Alt Alt Ctrl
Quickstart

This keyboard makes typing in Tamil straightforward for anyone familiar with a normal English keyboard. Consonants and vowels are arranged on the
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keyboard so that pressing an English letter displays the Tamil character which sounds closest to that letter. Some characters, however, representing
sounds which do not exist in the English alphabet, are located on unused keys. Grantha consonants are also on the keyboard, and long vowels are typed
by pressing the vowel key twice, or by pressing Shift/+ and the vowel key. For example, the vowel @ is typed by pressing 1, while pressing L1/l or

1| produces the long vowel FF.

Most of the characters used in Tamil are combinations of consonants and vowels, and these do not appear on the keyboard. Combined consonant-vowel
characters are entered by typing the consonant, then the vowel. To enter &, which is a combination of & and &), type (5] then Al and the combinant
character will automatically be displayed. Pressing Backspace once will delete only the vowel component, so the character displayed on the screen will
change back to &, and change again if a different vowel is typed.

Examples
Language Phrase Meaning Type the following keys
Tamil ngI‘-Q Name of language 't/ hlla/m/ iz
Language Phrase Meaning Type the following keys
. SLIL . . . _ _
Tamil . Tamil alphabet! tithllalmililz allrilills)is/|ullv/ald]li
2IM& ar6lg <

Keyboard Details

This keyboard uses a consonant-vowel order for text input, so the consonant character is always typed before the vowel, regardless of where (relative to
the consonant) the vowel marker symbol appears. As syllables are typed, the characters entered are automatically converted to the appropriate
consonant-vowel combinant. While only the combinant characters are displayed on screen, the consonant and vowel are both stored, so that pressing
Backspace once after a combinant deletes only the vowel component. This means it is necessary to press Backspace twice to delete a combinant
character. However, pressing the Delete key with the cursor in front of a combinant character removes the whole character with one keystroke.

The visible keyboard layout consists of the ten vowels S 3, @ [T 2_ 261 6T 6] €@ €@ (the vowels &3 6Q6YT are typed with two keystrokes), the
eighteen consonants & [kl & (6h L 6001 & [b LI LO LLI ] 6V 611 L 61T () 61, the Grantha consonants 610 &3 U JoQ (6)Q is typed with
two keystrokes, and @ with three) and the Aytham .’. mark.

Consonants and Pulli Marks

Most of the consonants are arranged so that they can be typed with a single key. A few consonants which use the same English (Roman) letter as
another consonant, or which have no equivalent English letter, must be typed with two keystrokes. See the complete keyboard chart for details.

This keyboard does not have a key for the Pulli mark ¢, which defines a standalone consonant. Instead, every consonant will display the Pulli mark when it

is typed, and the Pulli mark will disappear when a vowel is typed. The implicit vowel &) thus needs to be typed, though it is not actually displayed when
combined with a consonant.

The SRii Character EB

There are two ways of entering this character: [S//F/Li| or (S/LhIlr ][] Currently, some browsers support one, both or neither of these entry methods.
Click here if you are having difficulty entering this character.

Vowels

Vowels are typed using the English vowel letters. Tamil distinguishes between short and long vowel sounds, and the keyboard is arranged so that pressing
any vowel key once will produce the short vowel, while pressing it twice, or pressing [Shift/+ together with the vowel key, will produce the long vowel.
When typing, it is often more efficient to press the vowel key twice rather than using Ehift +  The vowels €3 and €6, which do not have equivalent
single letters in English, are typed with two keystrokes as shown below.

Keystroke Examples

Note: for a complete table of characters and keystrokes, click here.

The following table gives specific examples of how to input characters based on the consonant &. The Grantha consonants use the same input method.
Examples of these with the consonant £3 are also given below.

Tamil Consonants Grantha Consonants
Consonant  Vowel/Pulli  Combinant Keystrokes Consonant  Vowel/Pulli  Combinant Keystrokes
& & b ) 9 i

3 & alla 3 2 illa
3 ST al(al(a 3 oM kG
8 & il a 2 i
[T & gJliJLi [T § Ik
2 () gllu 2 e° il
o6 o a)(ul(u 261 39 i
61 Q& gle 61 Q ille
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6 G olle]le: 3] G nnn
2 (L L9jlallil Y 603 nemn
) Qa&m 9la) @ Qgm nn)
S Gam 9)ollo s G N
€61 Qaen g(allu eon  Qggen nam

Typing Conventions

Aside from the alternate methods of typing long vowels described above, several other conventions are incorporated in this keyboard. These are not
'rules' which must be followed, rather they are shortcuts, or ways of increasing the efficiency of typing Tamil using English (Roman) letters. These

conventions may not actually reduce the number of keystrokes needed for typing characters, but by largely avoiding hift/+ combinations, they make
typing Tamil easier and faster.

m Consonant

The consonant () is usually typed with [R] , while typing a lower-case [ produces [1. Because fI) sometimes appears
twice in succession, the keyboard has been arranged so that pressing dllr] orLtllr produces MM, without needing
to use [Shift/+
Similarly, because M) never appears after 631, pressing [dllr] or [tI[r] after 6t1 produces 681D, again avoiding the use
of [Shift/+

601 and D Consonants
The consonant 631 is usually typed by pressing inl, and Th is produced by typing wl or[nll=]. However, if [n is pressed
after a space or a carriage return, it will produce [b.

L, 60T and 6001 Consonants
Typing [d] (L) after 631 will change the 631 to 6601 (otherwise typed with (N ). L_ can also be entered by pressing 1],
but this will not change the 601 character.

@ Consonant

This character can be entered either by typing W) or [n](i, When (@b is followed by & which is often typed with [c](h)

(though [s] is an alternate way of typing this character), the sequence ()LL) will produce €hé&.
Q Consonant

This character can be typed using either T or [t][h], 1n some words, this character is repeated twice in succession.
Typing [ 1/[1]lh] provides a shortcut to entering this.
English words used in Tamil
Some English words that can be written in Tamil script will not display correctly if typed exactly as they are written, as
the keyboard automatically makes some of the changes listed above. To avoid this, it may be necessary to insert
spaces when typing and delete these spaces afterwards.
Other Characters

This keyboard does not contain characters such as the symbols for day, month, year, etc., or the glyphs used as vowel modifiers. Some of the alternate
Tamil keyboards do allow these characters to be typed.

Troubleshooting
Fonts

This keyboard allows only the standard Tamil characters, so will work with the fonts supplied with Windows. No further downloads of fonts should be
required.

If the characters you type or those on the On Screen Keyboard do not appear to display correctly, please read the KeymanWeb troubleshooting guide.

Problem Solving

If the preceding consonant does not change to a vowel-consonant combinant character when you type a vowel, confirm that you have not typed the first
vowel &, which identifies the consonant as the implicit-vowel consonant, or a space. Typing either of these after a consonant will prevent that consonant
from changing to a combinant character.

Further Resources

Related Keyboard Layouts

Other Keyboard Layouts for the Tamil language:

Tamil99

Suratha Bamuni (Bamini Typewriter)
ISIS Tamil

Inscript Tamil

Modular (Visual Media)

Typewriter (Visual Media)

Other Internet Resources

Download Anjal Keyboard for Keyman Desktop
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Tamil Writing System at Omniglot.com
Tamil Language at Wikipedia.org
Tamil Script at Wikipedia.org

Technical Information

System Requirements

This keyboard requires an English QWERTY hardware keyboard.
Unicode Version

This keyboard complies with Unicode 5.2

Authorship

This keyboard was created by Mugunth (mugunth@gmail.com), Umar (csd_one@yahoo.com) and K. Sethu (skhome@gmail.com). For more information
about keyboards produced by these developers, see http://thamizha.com. Tavultesoft gratefully acknowledges the contribution made by the authors in
developing this keyboard and making it freely available for use with Keyman Desktop and KeymanWeb. Their effort assists in enabling people to
communicate in their own language.

Copyright and Terms of Use

The Anjal Paangu Keyboard for Keyman Desktop and KeymanWeb is Copyright 2008 thamizha.com and Tavultesoft. It may be freely distributed and
used, but must not be modified or adapted in any way without written permission from Tavultesoft.

THIS SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED BY TAVULTESOFT PTY LTD "AS IS" AND ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT
LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE ARE DISCLAIMED. IN NO EVENT
SHALL TAVULTESOFT PTY LTD BE LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, EXEMPLARY, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES (INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, PROCUREMENT OF SUBSTITUTE GOODS OR SERVICES; LOSS OF USE, DATA, OR PROFITS;
OR BUSINESS INTERRUPTION) HOWEVER CAUSED AND ON ANY THEORY OF LIABILITY, WHETHER IN CONTRACT, STRICT LIABILITY, OR
TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE OR OTHERWISE) ARISING IN ANY WAY OUT OF THE USE OF THIS SOFTWARE, EVEN IF ADVISED OF THE
POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGE.

Keyboard Reference Chart

The following chart lists all the characters available with this keyboard. Below each character are the keystrokes required to type it.

s S % @ w2 ea@ a € 8 & e
\ Vowels a aja i il u ujlu e ejle ajli u uju ajlu
Consonants\ A I (o] E u
& & ;) LY | & ® & Q& GCs s Qasn1 GasT Q&en
k klla kllala ki kil ko kl/lolo kle kllelel [kilalli kllu kllullu kllalu
hl M m mT B m m R, QN Gl ek Qrm G Qe
A Xllal [X/lajla] [X]u XL Xllo] Xllojlo) (X/le) (X/lelle |XIlajli KU Xy (X/lajlu
5 & § &n & & & & G& GC& emg Qan Gam  GQaen
s slla s/lalla sl sl s/lo s/lojlo sle sllelel s/lalli sS/lu sjlujiu s/lallu
& © @n & & @ a1 0@ o M A@n Gen Ceen
) wia Wialla (Wi Wi Wiol |Wiojo |Wwiel |Wiele Wali Wiy Wiullul Wwiallu
L L L LM g le ® ® QL G e QLm GLm GQLen
t tla tlalla tili tyligli t/io t/iolo tie tilellel [t)ali tiu tiullu tlalu
P 6ol oo eooim 6ol ewi e e Qevor Cevol emewl Glesoim Gewoim Clevoien
N Nila Niala NI N Nilol [Njolo Nie Niellel [Nali Nilu Nijujul [Njaju
8 5 o of H S o g Oy Gy my QT Gym Cgen
T Tllal ([@Milajlal ([Tju Tl Tllo] |Tlojlo) (Tjle) (Tlellel \Tilajli Tllu Tllu Tllallu
b b b bt B Hm B Gp Gp op QApT CHT  Qmen
w wilal |wjlajla] |wili w0 wjlo] (wjlojlo] Iwlle] Iwilelle) (wilalli wilu wilujjul Iwllallu
L LI u our 1 4 4 Qu Gu eou Qum Gum Quen
B Rlla pjlajla pJLi RJLLJLE pjlol |R/lojlo pjle pjlejle) LRIlalli pjlu Rjlullu) (pjlajlu
0 w wr wr A wf g e Qu Guo e Qum Guom Quen
m mia miaja mli mflilli mijo miiojo mie mjlejle] (mjlalLi miju miiujiu milaiu
LI w o ow owroun ouwS oy w Qo G oew Quim Guim Quen
¥ ylla yllalla YL FAIRRIA ¥llo ¥Jlojlo vie yilelle) Wilalli ¥/lu ¥/lujlu yllallu
g I Jf g m i @ e Qp Gy ewyp Qpm Gpm  Qen
r rja rjlajla L vl rjlo rjlojlo rjle rlejlel [(rJlalli rju rjuju rjlajiu
) O 6 em 6 6 e e G G emev Geom Geom Geven
| I/la lllalla LLi LG I/lo I/lollo e Llelle) (Llajli I /lu 1yl I/lallu
™ 6 6u eum el ef 6 e Geu GCeu emeu Qeumr Geum Qeuen
v vl)la vjlajla vl vl ¥JjlO ¥Jjloj(O vje v/elel (vilalli ¥y vjlujiu v¥jlajlu
" L v opr B F @ @ O Gp o Cpr Gom Qyen
& Zj|a Zjlaj|a ZJU Z gL ZJ|0 Z/|l0jlo Zjle z)lejle) |Z2Jlalli Zjlu Zj\ujlu Zj|lajlu
o 1 em  enm of tep Gen  Gen emen Qenm Genm  Gleren
L Lia Liala LI L Lo Ljiolo Lie Lilelel [Lilalli Lilu Lilullu Lilalu
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M
m R
601
n
Grantha
Consonants
2 2
J
2
6)9 s/lh
) 6
S
am am
h
dog %2
X
Other
Characters

=

M

i)
W

=
@

=198

@G

2 =8

oW
@

E

=
@

&

s
@

mm

Rjlalla

6011T
njlalla

M & o of Qo Cp em Gmr Gom Gmen

R

RJLiJLi

gl ef

njLi

njlijli

RJl0

Rlolo Rle Rilellel |[Rilali Rilu Rilullu Rilalu
on Qe Geor  emest Gleorm Georm  Glevten
njlojlo nje njelel njali nju njlujiu njlajiu

g9 (g 6 o gm Ggm  GQggen

illolol Lillel [illelel [1l/lalli i) U] Ulalu
WO Qag Goy Mg Qagn Gegrm Qegen
shosheshesr_}ashushu silhl|a
au® Qerv Gerv emerv Qerom Gervm Glerven
S)lojlo Slle Sllelle) |8]lalli Sllu Slujlu Sllajlu
ar® Gam Gam smam Gamm Camm Clamern
hjloJ|o hlle hilellel [hllalli hllu hllu/lu hilallu
§og® Qg Gon9 60809 Cldnl Caagl Odagen
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